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1.10 Going, going, gone!

Focus:

Level:

Time:

ICT skills:

Preparation:

Numbers 1,000–10,000,000

Pre-intermediate

40–60 minutes

Browsing for pictures on the internet; copying, pasting and resizing
pictures from a document

1. Find some famous paintings online (you could run a Google
search with the names of the paintings or visit the websites of the
world’s most prestigious museums). Choose around 12 to 15
paintings.

2. Copy and paste those pictures onto a blank page. Scale them
down and place them at the bottom of the screen. Write the word
Auction at the top of the page.

3. Think of a price tag – a number between 1,000 and 10,000,000 –
for each of the paintings (for instance €1,345,638, €779,390,
€992,785, and so on). Those will be the starting prices for the
bidding.

1. Call out the phrase ‘Going, going, gone!’ in class. Elicit its
meaning from your students. Ask them: In which situation would
you hear these words? Now project the document you have
created with the pictures on them and elicit – or explain – the
meaning of ‘auction’.

2. Set up groups in your class and explain that they will have to bid
for those paintings as though they are at an auction. Every group
has 10 million euros to spend and their aim is to try to buy as
many paintings as possible with the money they have.

3. Bring one of the pictures from the bottom of the screen to the
middle and enlarge it. Write down the price tag in numbers, then
start the bidding. (You should be the auctioneer to begin with, but
a confident student could take on that role later.) The auctioneer
calls out the starting price and invites the groups to bid. Each bid
should be written down on the board by a student. When nobody
bids any higher, the auctioneer calls ‘Going, going’ gone!’ and the
painting is sold. Every time a painting has been sold, write the
word SOLD over it, scale it down, drag it to one side and bring a
new picture to the middle.

4. Every group will be responsible for keeping track of their money
balance.
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Variation 1
With higher-level groups, you may ask your students to describe the
paintings once the auction is over. Follow-up questions could be:

- What do you like about this painting?
- Where would you hang this painting in your house?
- Which one is your favourite painting? Why?
- Do you think you paid too much for your paintings?
- Has anyone seen any of these paintings before? Where?

You could also lead a general discussion about art. 
Finally, you could ask your students to write separate answers to the
above questions, or ask them to structure their answers as
continuous text in paragraphs in their notebooks, language journals,
online blogs, your webpage or in an email to you. Read some of the
answers next day in class or, better still, show them on the board.

Variation 2
With elementary students you could review numbers 1-100 by using
price tags such as €19.99, €31.55, etc. Tell them that they have
€300 to spend. Instead of paintings, you may use, for instance,
clothes, which will give you the opportunity to introduce or review
relevant vocabulary at that level.

Make target language serve a real purpose. Create meaningful
experiences that can engage your students.
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1.29 Stress patterns

Focus:

Level:

Time:

ICT skills:

Preparation:

Showing stress patterns in words

All

15 minutes

Creating and reproducing objects on the board

1. Create two rectangles of significantly different length and colour.
Reproduce the longer rectangle four more times. Reproduce the
shorter rectangle seven more times.

2. Place your rectangles on the board this way:

3. This arrangement illustrates the most common word stress patterns
in English. Write on the board a selection of words that follow those
patterns. The following selection matches the stress patterns above;
write these words up on the board in random order:

teapot forget computer refugee article
actress machine important entertain telephone

1. Show your students the document you have created on the board.
Explain that each group of rectangles illustrates a different word
stress pattern.

2. Ask them to come up to the board in turn and place a word below
a stress pattern it fits.

3. Invite your students to add more words that can fit below each
pattern.

Variation 
Once the activity is finished, you may request your tallest and two
other significantly shorter students of about the same height to
move up to the front and physically recreate these patterns. Let us
say, you are working with the third pattern shown here: the tallest
person would stand in the middle with the other two students
standing to his/her left and right. Then, as your class calls out the
word ‘important’, for instance, those students raise their arms in
synchronicity with the primary and secondary stresses.

Incorporate movement in the classroom, not just as a fun element,
but as a required element for certain activities.
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in class

Focus:

Level:

Time:

ICT skills:

Preparation:

Reporting verbs in reported speech

Intermediate–Advanced

20 minutes

Video player application

1. Run an online search for a short video – or an extract of a longer
video – featuring an interview. Copy and paste the link to the video.

2. Open the video application on the board. Preview the video. Use
the space left around the video screen to write common reporting
verbs that you would like to introduce or review in your class, for
example: say, tell, ask, agree, announce, apologise, complain,
deny, explain, promise, refuse, suggest, warn – making sure you
include many that are in the video.

1. Open the document you have created and review the reporting
verbs on the board. Emphasise the direct and reported speech
grammar patterns they require. Devise situations in which those
reporting verbs would be used.

2. Tell your students that you are going to play a video with an
interview. Play the whole length of the video without pausing.

3. Invite a student to come up to the board. Ask the student to play
the video again and pause whenever he/she can report something
being said with a reporting verb displayed on the screen. He/she
should pause the video, select the virtual highlighter, highlight
the verb and produce a reporting sentence with that verb.

4. Repeat Step 3 several times, inviting a different student each time.

5. Ask the class to write up an account of the interview using a
variety of reporting verbs.

Variation 1
Use a film scene with a dialogue.

Variation 2
Pause the video yourself, highlight a verb and ask your students to
produce a sentence with the reporting verb.

Let your students decide on a popular English speaker of their choice
and find the video material you need by running this search on
www.youtube.com: “name of person+interview”.

2.18 Reporting verbs
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3.9 Laser spelling

Focus:

Level:

Time:

ICT skills:

Preparation:

Spelling troublesome words

All

5 minutes

Laser pen tool

None

1. Select a number of words that you have recently seen in class or
that your students have trouble spelling.

2. For StarBoard users: Select the laser pen application on your
board. Invite one of your students to come up to the board. Write
one of your selected words on the board. As soon as you finish
writing the word, touch anywhere on the board with your laser
pen. This will make the word disappear.

3. Challenge your student to write the word.

4. Repeat Steps 2 and 3 as many times as words you selected.

Variation
For other brands: Instead of the laser pen, use the normal virtual
pen. Set the colour to the background colour of the screen (usually
white). Write the word on the board very slowly and using long
traces. Nothing will show on the board. Challenge the student at the
front to write the word you traced on the board, and everyone else to
write it on paper. Change the colour setting for your student to write
the word so it will stand out on the background. Then click on the
word you wrote and change its colour to any other colour that will
stand out against the background. The word you spelled will
magically appear. Compare. You may turn this activity into a game
and award points for correct words and spellings.

This activity will keep your students focussed and concentrating.
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